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with divine worship had, so to speak, been degraded by
routine orders, when it was considered good form to be
thought a free-thinker, it was a noticeable step forward
that the men directed by their comrades ordered a collec-
tion in order to have a part in the funeral. In a circular
letter issued by the Soldiers' Council of the Emden ' to
all' on the 26 April it stood as follows:
* It must be appreciated that it is possible that the
Church will be disestablished in Republican Germany
and thus we shall eventually be deprived of our chaplains
in the Fleet.    The attendance at Divine Service is
voluntary and should also remain voluntary in the State
Navy for all time. Here especially, at Scapa Flow, many
members of the crews have taken the opportunity of
attending voluntarily from time to time at Divine Service.
In order that we may be certain of having a Fleet and
Squadron Chaplain in the new State Navy, who will not
be privately but publicly appointed by the Government,
as was the case in former days, we would like to approach
the Squadron Commander and the Head Soldiers' Council,
after confirmation by individual ships and torpedo boats,
with the request that immediate steps be taken in con-
junction with the Admiralty and the Government so
that chaplains may be provided for in the establishment
of the Navy, not only for ships at home but also for
those abroad.  The chaplain should not only be respon-
sible for holding services but should also give lectures of
a non-political kind.   An example of how necessary a
chaplain is, is provided by the funerals of three of our
comrades who were buried ashore here. Chaplain Ronne-
berger was present and officiated.  They were buried as
true German soldiers with military honours/